[Theoretical considerations and initial clinical results of intermittent hormone treatment of patients with advanced prostatic carcinoma].
Androgen suppression is the routine approach to the treatment of advanced prostate cancer. Using intermittent androgen suppression by taking the advantage of the reversible action of medical castration results in the maintenance of apoptotic potential. The experiments in the androgen-dependent androgen-dependent Shionogi carcinoma tumor model as well as clinical experience in a group of men with prostate malignancy are presented in this report. These consecutive cycles of androgen withdrawal and replacement afford an improved quality of life when the patient is off therapy. It is possible to reduce toxicity, cost of treatment and to delay tumor progression. Whether survival is affected in a beneficial or adverse way still remains to be studied.